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BOOK REVIEWS 

IN CHAEGE OF 

M. E. CAMERON, R.N. 

The State Pbovision of Sanatorittms. By S. V. Pearson, M.D. 
(Cantab) M.R.C.P. London. Price 3 shillings. Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press. 

It is always a good thing to look out and see how other people are 
doing the things that we are working over. Sometimes we learn by 
others' mistakes; sometimes we find that they have arrived at a better 
solution of the problem than we have. For this reason, more than be- 
cause it is any better than many books from authors in our own country, 
Dr. Pearson's book on British tuberculosis work commends itself to our 
notice. 

There is another reason for making it worth while to read this book, 
and that is the tremendously optimistic spirit that sheds a cheerful glow 
over a rather discouraging subject. 

Except so far as climate and housing are concerned, treatment is not 
considered beyond general hygienic conditions. The accumulation of 
funds takes up a large part of the book. A state fund, the author argues, 
should look for money from those who derive the greatest benefit from 
the state. "The vast riches which the few have in comparison with the 
many, are not, as their possessors are all too wont to believe, usually, or 
chiefly, the rewards of superior intelligence, ability and industry. These 
riches are to a large extent the result of superior state services rendered 
to their owners." 

The money thus raised, the author considers, confers safety equally 
on the wealthy and the poor. While much is expected of "him that 
hath, " no one is excused from bearing his part, and public spirit is earn- 
estly called for from all sorts and conditions of men. 
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